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MANY MONTANA RESIDENTS LEAVE STATE FOR PLEASURE TRIPS 
MISSOULA--
Big Sky Country may be a prime tourist destination, but a study by the Institute for 
Tourism and Recreation Research shows that nearly half of Montana households often head out 
of state for pleasure trips.
Located at The University of Montana-Missoula, ITRR started conducting a yearlong 
resident travel survey July 1. The survey is designed to study the travel patterns of Montana 
residents.
Results from the first quarter of surveying indicate that 81 percent of people in 
households responding between July 1 and Sept. 30 took at least one pleasure trip outside their 
community in the month preceding the interview. The average household took three pleasure 
trips outside the community.
Interestingly, nearly half of those households -- 48 percent -- took trips outside 
Montana, while 83 percent took trips within the state.
When asked about recent pleasure trips, 77 percent of Montana households drove 




Thirty-three percent of Montanans said visiting family and friends was their primary 
reason for taking their most recent pleasure trip. Other popular responses included rest and 
relaxation at 21 percent and participating in recreational activities at 13 percent.
Montanans who traveled out of state on their most recent pleasure trip went to 
Washington more often than any other location at 9 percent, but Idaho and California also were 
popular destinations at 4 percent each. Five percent of Montanans took off for foreign 
countries, including Canada.
On their most recent pleasure trip, the most popular activities for Montana travelers 
during the first quarter of study were visiting cultural and historic sites (38 percent), day 
hiking (28 percent), attending festivals (28 percent) and photographing nature (27 percent). 
Fishing and boating were close contenders at 21 percent each, as was attending sporting events 
at 15 percent.
ITRR researchers are looking forward to results from the second quarter of the study, 
which runs from Oct. 1 through Dec. 31 and includes the hunting season and the beginning of 
winter activities.
UM’s Bureau of Business and Economic Research was commissioned by ITRR to 
conduct the survey phone interviews. For more information about ITRR, visit the institute’s 
Web page at www.forestry.umt.edu/itrr.
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